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amended) A method for reading the surface of a.test strip comprising 



an image, cor 



ising: 



L scanning [thelsa reader HeadAin a reflectence reader of to a; first position 

iX-— : — ^ > 

over the surface compri^rcm thejnnagej. — 

determining a first amount of light reflected from the surface comprising 
the image; 

illuminating the surface [for] with light of a first wavelength, and 
determining a second amount of light reflected from the surface; 

illuminating the surface [for] with light>s*f a second wavelength, and 
determining a third amount of light reflected frorrNthe surface; and 

determining a parameter correlated with the irrb^nsity or shape of the 

image.^ 

(Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein/the reader is a reflectance 



reader witlva^reader head that comprises: 

a reader head body; 
a"koht emitting diode; 

a firstMjberoptic bundle optically coupled to the light emitting 

diode; 

a photodetect^HJ i i 

a second fiberoptibs^ui^cH/e optically coupled to the [light] 
photodetector; 

an aperture in the reader P^esad body; and 
a plurality of fiberoptic conductor ends arranged in a 
sigmoidal distribution in the aperture, wnerein: a first portion of the 
fiberoptic conductor ends [being of] comprises ; fiberoptic 
conductors of the first fiberoptic bundle[,]j. and as^econd portion of 
"th^~fibea3ptic~conductoT ends [being of I comprises fitteroptic 
conductors of the second fiberoptic bundle. 
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wherein the reader is a reflectance 



5. (Amended) The method of claim 
reader, comprising: 

a reader head comprising: 
a reader head body; 
a light emitting diode; 
a first fiberoptic bundle /optically coupled to the light emitting diode, 
and adapted to transmitting light [fdrm] from the light emitting diode; 

a photodetector adap/e<J for generating a reflection signal in 
response to reflected light; 

a second fiberoptic/bur rale bptically coupled to the light 

an amount of reflected light to the 

photodetector; 

an aperture in thfe reader head body; and 

a plurality of fiperoptic conductor ends arranged in a sigmoidal 

distribution in the aperture/ wherein: a first portion of the fiberoptic conductor 

ends [being of] comprises/ fiberoptic conductors of the first fiberoptic bundle!, li 

and a second portion of ihe fiberoptic conductor ends [being of] comprises 

fiberoptic conductors of the second fiberoptic bundle, the plurality of fiberoptic 

conductor ends being further arranged in a substantially co-planar relationship; 

and a reader housing comprising: 

/ tf 
a housing body; and 

a cassette slot adapted to receive 



1 1 . The method of claim 1, wherein [illuminating with light of said first 
wavelength includes illuminating with light of said first wavelength, wherein] 
said first wavelength is selected to reflect substantially equally from all regions 
of the [immunoassay] test strip, whereby said second amount of light is 
ifidicative"6f [the"immuTioassay]~a test (strip] region of test strip . 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein [illuminating with light of said 
second wavelength includes illuminating with light of said second wavelength, 



